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The Seattle Board Wants You! 
The Seattle Unit Board is a group of twelve people that is in charge of coordinating the bridge activities for the Seattle unit. 

The most visible thing we do is to run the four open sectionals and one or two I/N sectionals each year, but we do many 

other things to promote bridge in the area. Recently we have provided sponsorship for the summer bridge camp to recruit 

young bridge players, there has been a continued effort to grow our I/N community, and of course we are in charge of 

publishing the newsletter. We are also responsible for the financial well-being of the unit. 

Each year the unit as a whole elects four members to a three-year term to replace the four members whose term has ex-

pired. Anyone in the unit who is an ACBL member in good standing is welcome to run for a position on the board. The 

board works best when we have a cross-section of our members represented. So whether you’re young or old, on the east 

side or the west side, a new player or a veteran, please consider running. 

The Board meets about ten times a year, usually on the first Monday of the month. Board members are expected to attend 

board meetings and participate in discussions and decision making, lead at least one committee, volunteer for other assign-

ments such as chairing an event, and whenever possible, be present to help setup and tear down tournaments.  

The board members with expiring terms are Dianne Cox, Jeff Ford, Linda Mamula and Ann Romeo. All of these members 

are completing a first term and are eligible to run for re-election if they desire. The remainder of the current board is Jen-

nifer Chalfan, Susan Cothern, Kim Eng, Sharon Erwin, Steve Kasner, Ray Miller, Balusu Rao and David Taylor.  

If you are interested in running, email sbuboard@lists.kence.org or contact a current board member. Include a statement 

of candidacy of up to 150 words of why you would like to serve and optionally a photo. Assuming there are more than four 

candidates, these statements and photos will be included with the ballot in the October/November SUN with balloting 

happening through the October Sectional. The deadline for filing is September 7. 

In addition to the Unit Board, there is also a Board of Directors for District 19 that is in charge of similar things at the dis-

trict level including the running of the regional tournaments, North American Pairs, and Grand National Teams. This 

board typically has their meetings in the days prior to the district regionals. Because of its size, the Seattle Unit sends two 

representatives to the District Board.  

The district positions are also three year terms, but rather than an election of the entire unit, they are filled by appointment 

of the Unit Board. After many years of service (Thanks!) Tom Hansen will be stepping down at the end of the year from 

one of the two positions. If you are interested in replacing him starting in January 2013, please contact the Unit Board. 

Our other district representative is Pat Dunn who is appointed through 2014.  

Even if you don’t want to be on the board, we can always use volunteers at tournaments. Please contact us if you can help. 

mailto:sbuboard@lists.kence.org
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Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

8151 164th Ave. NE, Redmond  

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com 

Congratulations to Becky Stevens and Julius Budos for 
having a 72.62% game on Monday night, May 14. Wayne 
English led our club for the most masterpoints in May. 
Greg Ho, Yoko Barnett and Stan Roberts are leading the 
year’s masterpoint race at Eastside. 

Please come to a “Bon Voyage” pairs bridge game and 
party for Bobbie Damon on Sunday, June 24. There will 
be a potluck at 12:30 and game at 1:00. Bobbie is moving 
to Texas and we are all going to miss her. Good food and 
fun is a promise! 

JUNE & JULY we are running many North American 
Pairs games. Please check our website calendar for these 
red/black point special games. June 1 is the Worldwide 
Bridge Contest game on FRIDAY night. Last year we had 
9 tables, and great fun was had by all. 

In July we are having another special FRIDAY game, the 
ACBL WIDE INTERNATIONAL FUND GAME on July 
13. You will receive a special hand record with analysis 
from the experts. We hope to have a large turnout for 
this game. 

Swiss games are usually on the third Sunday of the month 
at 12:30. However, June 3 we are having a Unit Swiss 
game and potluck, at which we will honor all new LIFE 
MASTERS, BRONZE, SILVER, etc., and the next month 
we are having a Charity Swiss and potluck on July 8.  

Do you have any friends who want to learn bridge? We 
are offering 8 weeks of beginning lessons starting Tues-
day, July 10. New players especially enjoy our Saturday 
morning Fun Bridge program. It starts at 9:30 with a 
short 20 minute lesson. Players then play 12 duplicated 
boards and can ask bidding questions. This is a 0-20 point 
game, and a partner is available if you call ahead. 

If you are interested in being on our email list for special 

games, schedule changes, etc., please send your email 
address to: eastsidebridge@frontier.com. Some of you 
have changed emails and we would really like to update 
our database.  

Dianne Cox, Club Manager 

 

Newcastle Bridge Club (NBC) 

Regency Newcastle 

7454 Newcastle Golf Club Rd 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist2@comcast.net 

http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/ 

Thursday evening, June 7 at 7:00 pm, everyone is invited 
to celebrate with Larry Li, New Life Master. Larry 
and his teammates won a KO in Richmond making him 
our newest life master. Reservations are appreciated. 

District 19 STaC will be held on Tuesday, June 5 at 
11:00 am and Thursday, June 7 at 7:00 pm. 

North American Pairs qualifying will be held on the third 
Tuesday and Thursday of each month: June 19 and 21, 
July 17 and 19, and August 21 and 23. Mark your calen-
dar and get your partners. These award half red points. 

We continue with our very popular Pizza Pairs, the last 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. Special orders are 
honored if received before noon on Wednesday. All the 
homemade pizza you can eat. 

Classes are rolling along and our students continue to 
have great success at the tournament tables. We are hon-
oring each student as they attain the goal of becoming a 
life master. 

Newcastle has the friendliest players and the nicest at-
mosphere in the entire area, and we would love for you 
to give us a try. Single players are always accommodated, 
and every entry is the same price. There are no extra 
charges for special games. $8 per game with lots of eats 
or $100 for a 14 game punchcard. 

mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com
mailto:eastsidebridge@frontier.com
mailto:bnist2@comcast.net
http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/
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Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com 

http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com 

We would like to update our email list. If you would like 
to receive occasional notification about upcoming events, 
please send us your current email address. We are very 
careful to protect your address. 

WORLD-WIDE PAIRS Friday, June 1 at 7:30 pm and 
Saturday, June 2 at noon. All players receive a magazine 
with a wonderful hand analysis. 

D19 STAC GAMES every session Monday, June 4 
through Sunday, June 10. All masterpoint awards are 
SILVER and hand records for every session. 

NORTH AMERICAN PAIRS are scheduled all sum-
mer long. Check the calendar for dates and times. 

SBC WILL BE CLOSED Wednesday, July 4. Have a 
happy and safe holiday. 

INTERNATIONAL FUND GAME #3 is Friday, July 
13 at 7:30 pm. 

THE MONTHLY UNIT GAME will be at SBC Sunday, 
July 15 at 1:00 pm. Reservations please. 

BRIDGE CLASSES Nick Tipton, the director of Rain-
bow Bridge club, is teaching an introduction to bridge 
classes on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and intermediate 
classes on Saturday mornings. Both classes keep adding 
more students. Please contact Nick by email at 
nick_tipton@yahoo.com. 

HALF PRICE GAMES ($3.50) Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 am and Sunday afternoons at 1:00 pm.  

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER ON US. Hot soup and 
homemade bread are served every Friday evening at the 
7:30 game. We have hand records for all Friday evening 
games. 

UNLIMITED FREE PARKING with handicap access. 

Please park in the lot east of the club. 

A PARTNER IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 

MARCH TOP CLUB MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Pete Pitell, Terry Chinn, Ken Fox and Joe Ulrich 

APRIL TOP CLUB MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Suzanne Sax, Mary McCune, Terry Chinn and Lorraine 

Leach 

 

Mercercrest Bridge Club (MBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

We’re excited that attendance is picking up after a quiet 
winter. Lots of players managed to get out of the rain for 
awhile and we missed them. Mercercrest holds a game 
every Tuesday night but please take note of special events 
happening this summer. 

Upcoming Events at Mercercrest: 

 June 5 - Special 0-299'er section running concurrently 
with the Open Pairs section 
 June 12 - NAP qualifying 
 June 26 - 2nd Quarter Club Championship! Same entry 
fee but extra masterpoint awards 
 July 3 - Our annual "Celebrate America" potluck 
 July 10 and 24 - NAP qualifying 
 August 14 and 28 - NAP qualifying 
 August 21 - Club closed for the Puget Sound Regional. 

We hope you’ll join us for our regular games and the 
special games. All NAP games cost $1 extra. 

Special 0-299’er game: For 18 months, we have been 
offering the first Tuesday of the month an opportunity for 
players with under 300 masterpoints to play at Mercer-
crest in their own section. We hoped they would enjoy 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com
http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com
file:///C:/mc/compose?to=nick_tipton@yahoo.com
http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/
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our hospitality and premade boards and hand records but 
in a less competitive section. It has been disappointing 
that more people have not taken advantage of this oppor-
tunity. We will offer the special section again on June 5, 
and then will revisit whether or not it is worth offering in 
the future. 

Unit Game: By the time you read this, we will have 
held a Unit Game on May 15. Watch upcoming bulletins 
for the date of our next Unit Game. 

“Celebrate America” Potluck: This has become an 
annual tradition at Mercercrest. The last Tuesday before 
July 4, the players all bring a potluck item to share with 
others. We try to bring some traditional American foods, 
but we eat everything! We take this opportunity to cele-
brate our freedom, our country, and our friendship. 
Please join us on July 3. 

March Masterpoint Leaders: We congratulate Jim 
Aitken (4.40), Cornel Galer (3.38), John Weinberg 
(3.17), Helen Abbott (3.10), Dan Romm (3.10), and 
Marion Nelson (2.90) for being our March leaders. 

April Masterpoint Leaders: April was a good month 
for Cornel Galer (4.74), Dennis Heller (4.24), Jim Ait-
ken (2.82), Dell Berg (2.69), David Hankins (2.69), 
Chris Pesce (2.65) and Patrick White (2.63). 

Managerial Change: Effective August 1, Brian Zaugg 
will be taking over the management of the Mercercrest 
Bridge Club. There will be more information provided in 
the next SUN. However, both Marsha and Brian are 
committed to making the transition seamless. 

Our club meets just once a week on Tuesday nights at the 
Mercer Island Congregational Church. Director is Mar-
sha Rayton with Brian Zaugg co-directing and Ruth Bunin 
assisting. We play in the lower level of the church and 
there is parking just outside the door. Game time is 7:00 
pm and the entry fee for regular games is $7, still a bar-
gain for the fellowship and great bridge. The boards are 
premade with hand records. Results are posted at our 
web site. Players of all levels are welcome to our strati-
fied games. For more information, please contact Marsha 

Rayton at mrayton@live.com or (206)601-5211. We 
look forward to seeing you.  

 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/westseattle/ 

Alki Bridge Club now runs 15-19 table games every 
Monday with a non-playing director. We are located in 
West Seattle for all you south-enders and Vashonites. We 
have an excellent facility at the West Seattle Senior Cen-
ter. The room is spacious and bright. A full service deli 
provides excellent soup and sandwiches for lunch. We 
play Mondays at 10:30 am with a special game the first 
Monday of each month! Get there early to ensure seating! 
We look forward to seeing all of you! 

June 4th is a Charity Game. 

June 25th is our 3rd Anniversary Party!  Lunch will be 
provided!  NAP Qualifier! 

July 2nd is a Club Championship Game. 

For directions, see our webpage. For information or 
partnerships, email Nick at nick_tipton@yahoo.com. 

 

Bellettini (BT) 

1115 NE 108th St, Bellevue  

pattimcbridge@gmail.com 

June 14 and July 12 will be North American Pairs 
qualifiers. I will have hand records and the master point 
award is much higher than normal. 

The playing site is a beautiful room with excellent light-
ing. We meet once a month on the second Thursday of 
each month at 10:00 am. I have special games as often as 
possible. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:mrayton@live.com
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/westseattle/index.htm
mailto:nick_tipton@yahoo.com
mailto:pattimcbridge@gmail.com
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The bridge fee is only $5 unless it is a special event. A 
wonderful buffet lunch is served at noon for $11 includ-
ing tax and tip. Bellettini provides valet parking at no 
charge. I bring all equipment so it helps to have a table 
count. Please make reservations via email or call at (206)
910-7075.  

Game results will be posted immediately on the ACBL 
web site. This is a wonderful low-key game for those 
who just starting to play duplicate. It is the nicest venue 
in the Puget Sound area. Please come play and tell all 
your friends about us.  

Patti McCallum, Director 

 

Emerald Bridge Club (EBC) 

2101 S 324th St, Federal Way 

(253) 939-0733 

http://home.comcast.net/~emudd/bridge.html  

Open Pairs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 am. 

Need a partner?  Call Dennie Dye (253)939-0733 

Congratulations to all the 
Emerald players who vied in 
Bellevue and brought home 
masterpoints. They were Al 
Lunde, Jim Burbidge, Fred 

Hanna and  David O’Harrow.  

At the Tacoma Daffodil Sectional,  winners were Barb 
Kolppa, Frieda Scott, Bruce Yoder, Linda Redman, Gary 
Wilson, Phyllis Brand, Claire Norris, Al Lunde, Stephen 
Heller,  Marjorie Blunt, Clare Bungay, Paul Bartron, Lois 
and Steven Larson, Victor Magruder, Rodger Gustafson, 
Shirley and Wes Kuhlman,  Dennie Dye, Yvonne Kirk-
land, Margol Tucci, Larry Josties, Joe Collier and Carl 
Brame. Nice show, everyone! 

Sheryl Frederic made Life Master, (300 assorted col-
ored points) Martha Hanson made Bronze Life Master 

(Life Master + 500 points) and Carmen Flak is a new 
Silver Life Master (Life Master and 1000 points).  

Top Five Players in March: Barbara Kolppa, Bud 
Schafer, Paul Bartron, Ralph Eley, Clare Bungay 

Top Five Players in April: Nancy Bass, Barbara 
Kolppa, Shirley Kuhlman, Bud Schafer, Yvonne Kirkland  

Wes Kuhlman, the author of Bridge Maxims for Serious 
Bridge Players, explains “Defenders generally do not make 
effective use of pass and double. Have you doubled half of 
the unsuccessful contracts? Competitive bidding should 
drive the opponents to an unmakeable contract; double is 
an effective tool to better bridge.” 

Welcome home, snowbirds, we’re glad to have you 
back!  

Come and join us at the Emerald Bridge Club – it’s a 
Gem of a game.  

 

Pacific Bridge Center (PBC) 

Upstairs at Pacific Galleries 

241 S Lander, Seattle 

http://www.pacificbridgecenter.com 

Attendance at the Friday evening open pairs game in the 
University District has been down to 3-4 tables in the 
past couple months. This game started in February with 
the intention to attract UW student players to join our 
bridge community. A year ago, Greg Herman was the 
only college student among us, with Ben Bomber joining 
us in September 2011. Now we have 3 additional UW 
students that regularly attend the bridge lesson or the 
Friday evening game.  

You can help us continue to recruit new players by com-
ing to play Friday nights. Come by yourself or with your 
partner. The UW game is held at Christ Episcopal 
Church, 1305 NE 47th Street. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://home.comcast.net/~emudd/bridge.html
http://www.pacificbridgecenter.com
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The Wednesday afternoon game is a limited game for 
players with 0-1000 masterpoints. The new starting time 
of 11:30 am seems to be welcomed by most players. The 
games finish between 3:00 and 3:30, well in advance of 
the afternoon rush hour. 

 

Vashon Bridge Club (VBC) 
Location Varies 

(206)567-5279 

eadnjd@comcast.net  
VBC has an open bridge game every Friday evening. The 
location varies depending upon availability of sites, so 
please call James Dam ahead of time for the location of 
the game. Reservations are appreciated.  

 

Rainbow Bridge Club (RBC) 

1401 East Jefferson Street, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303  

rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com 

http://rainbowbridgeclub.org 

We are right in the middle of Seattle, close to everything, 

and we host three games per week, on Tuesdays, Thurs-

days, and Saturdays.  

Rainbow Bridge Club welcomes players of all levels and 

we make fun a priority. New to duplicate bridge?  We're 

the club for you! Rainbow Bridge Club is a GLBT based 

group, but all friendly people are welcome! Join us as we 

keep Rainbow as "the friendliest game in town!" 

The weekday games are always 7:00 pm; Saturday games 

are at 6:00 pm. The second and fourth Saturdays are lim-

ited games, 0-299—ideal for the newer players! All oth-

er games are open to all levels. There is no game on the 

second Tuesday of the month due to scheduling conflicts. 

The cost to play is $5 even for most special games. 

The first Tuesday of the month is always a Club Champi-

onship for $5. Every Saturday is a Special Game. 

Open Charity Swiss Teams on Saturday, June 16 and Sat-

urday, July 21.  ($6 entry) 

NAP qualifiers will be held on June 7, June 19, June 30, 

July 7, July 17 and July 26. 

 Visit our website for directions, announcements, sched-

uled games, and posted scores! 

Running late?  Call Nick to reserve your spot in the game 

at (206) 484-3303. 

 

Des Moines Bridge Club (DMBC) 

2045 S 216th St 

(206) 824-1192 

yesk@comcast.net 

Come one, come all to the best deal in town—only $5 

with food. Bringing food is not mandatory, but if you 

partake it's nice to contribute sometime. We are averag-

ing 12 tables. Stratified pairs on Friday at 10:30 am. 

Please arrive by 10:15 am. Plenty of free parking. 

My prayer is that everyone that comes to the club has fun 

and does their best. 

Need a partner? Call or email Yvonne Kirkland to guar-

antee a place to play. 

 

Bridge For Youth 

http://www.b4youth.org/ 

The 2012 Bridge Summer Day Camp will be held from 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:eadnjd@comcast.net
mailto:rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com
http://rainbowbridgeclub.org
mailto:yesk@comcast.net
http://www.b4youth.org
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July 10-14. Please mark your calendar for the camp and 
pass the word around. This is a great opportunity to in-
troduce your children, grandchildren, friends and neigh-
bors to the exciting game of bridge. We have four camp-
ers registered currently. We expect 10 to 20 campers 
this year, and hope to divide them into two groups by age 
or level of experience. 

Over a year ago, there was only one UW student playing 
in our bridge community. Now we have 4 to 5 UW stu-
dents who come regularly for either bridge lessons or 
games on Friday evenings. We are now planning for the 
2012-2013 school to promote and attract more UW stu-
dents to come for the free bridge lessons, Friday evening 
game and to join the UW Student Bridge Club. You can 
help by coming for the Friday evening game to help men-
tor UW students and eventually train and develop a 
strong and winning UW student bridge team. 

We would love to teach more youngsters to learn how to 
play bridge in their earlier years. If you know someone 
who is a  PTA member, teacher, or staff at any level of 
public school, please let them know about the Bridge For 
Youth After School Bridge Lessons. We are interested in 
providing a volunteer teacher to give bridge lessons in 
Seattle public or private schools. 

 

Hospitality 

Ann Romeo 

We’re holding our Summer Sectional at a new loca-
tion—a beautiful space in Bothell (unfortunately sans 
kitchen), near restaurants and grocery stores. You’ll be 
on your own for lunch during the Sunday Swiss on Au-
gust 5. As usual, any treats you might want to bring will 
be welcomed, as well as help on Sunday preparing the 
bagels and fruit salad. 

We can always use your help in hospitality, in setting up 
before events and striking the room after the events are 
over, as well as your ideas on how to improve our sec-
tionals. You might want to consider running for the 

Board (see Jeff’s article elsewhere in the SUN)—
volunteering is fun. Finally, if you have any suggestions 
or complements or complaints about our events, please 
don’t hesitate to drop me a line at 
annromeo@gmail.com (or call me at 424-641-5988).  

 

Round Robin 

The unit round robin teams competition is off to a great 
start! This year for the first time in a few years, we have 
two flights of teams competing, with 11 teams in Flight B 
and 12 teams in Flight B. In both divisions teams will play 
six matches against the other teams, then the top four 
teams will have a playoff to determine the champion. 

In Flight A the current leader is the Godefory team (Ole 
Godefroy, Julie Godefroy, Emery Selymes, Carlyn Stei-
ner, Roger Urbaniak) at 2-0 with wins over the Eng team 
and the Zaugg team.  

In Flight B, the Lowe team (Roger Lowe, Larry Holdren, 
Mimi Holdren, Bob Shelley, Carol Shelley, John Ellis)  is 
off to a fast 3-0 start and the Westgate team (Melinda 
Westgate, Tim White, Renae Gunstone-White, Jane 
Green)  is 2-0. These teams will eventually meet, so they 
won’t both be undefeated by the end! 

Round robin matches are typically played in team mem-
bers houses with time for fellowship along with the 
bridge. If you didn’t join or form a team this year, we 
hope you’ll join in next time. It’s one of the most enjoya-
ble ways to play bridge! 

 

Free Plays 

We’re still looking for standby partners for our local sec-
tional tournaments, both for open events and for I/N 
events. In exchange for agreeing to fill in, you play free 
that day if you’re needed, and you get to play a later ses-
sion for free regardless. If you’re interested in helping us 
out, please send email to partnership chair Susan Cothern 
at sbu446partnership@gmail.com. She will coordinate 
the volunteers so we have the right number for each day. 

(Continued from page 6) 

mailto:annromeo@gmail.com
mailto:sbu446partnership@gmail.com
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 Newcomers’ corner  

 

An Instructive Bidding Problem 

Ray Miller 

Playing 2/1  you pick up AKxxxx ATx x Axx. You open 
1S and your partner bids a forcing no-trump. There are 
three reasonable rebids available. 3S is a slight overbid, 
but the major problem with is that it totally shuts out 
promising alternate strains. Another choice is 2S. This 
seems an underbid and is perhaps a little better in allow-
ing alternate strains. A third choice is 2C. I hear you ob-
jecting that you have six spades and only three clubs. 
What if partner passes? If you think about the hands with 
which partner would actually pass 2C, then you will real-
ize partner is unlikely to pass, and if she does you might 
want to play 2C anyway. So 2C it is. 

Next partner bids 2NT. This is invitational with about 11
-12 points and a balanced or semi-balanced hand. It is 
obvious that we now wish to get to game, but which one? 
Again there are several reasonable bids. We have two 
basic approaches. We can blast into game, or we can ask 
partner for her opinion. It is not hard to create hands 
where either 4S or 3NT is the correct contract. The fact 

that you can do this for both argues against choosing ei-
ther one. We could bid a straight forward 3S. This shows 
our sixth spade and gives partner a choice of games. 

But we can do better. One of the hands in 2/1 that is 
hard to deal with is an invitational hand with five hearts. 
It is not good enough to bid 2H at the first opportunity, 
and it is too good to bid 2H at the second opportunity. So 
responder is forced to bid 1NT and then 2NT. One of 
the reasons to choose 2C at the first turn was to keep 
open the possibility of a heart contract. We can now fol-
low through on this by bidding 3H. Partner will know 
that we are showing a good hand with only a three card 
suit since we didn’t bid 2H before. If partner doesn’t like 
hearts and doesn’t have good enough diamonds to sup-
port a venture in no trump, she might return to 3S. 

In this hand partner will bid 4H. Partner’s hand was x 
KJ9xx Axxx KJx. 4H is by far the best game contract, 
actually making six if you can locate the trump queen. 
3NT requires finding the heart queen to make more than 
nine tricks, with ten tricks being the practical limit. 4S 
may even go down against bad breaks. Would you have 
succeeded in reaching this excellent contract?  

What Do I Do When Someone Takes A Long Time To Bid? 

Bridge players should try to make calls in tempo, and avoid any reactions to partners’ bids and explanations. But 
no one can manage this all the time, so here’s what to do when someone takes longer than normal: 

PARTNER: You know how long it normally takes your partner to bid. If they are substantially slower than that, 
then you have the information that their hand isn’t perfect for the call they eventually choose. Your responsibil-
ity is to avoid any call that takes advantage of this. For example, if partner takes a long time, and then doubles 
for penalty, you know that partner isn’t really sure, so if you aren’t sure either, you must pass, not pull the dou-
ble. Or if partner takes a long time, and then passes, then you usually have to pass too. The only exception to 
this is that if almost everyone would take a particular action with your hand then you can too.  

If the director is called after you think for a while or after your partner thinks for a while, do not be offended; it 
maintains the level of fairness for the whole field of players.  

OPPONENT: If you are the next to bid and your right hand opponent takes a long time to bid, you can protect 
yourself by calling the director to explain what happened. The director will monitor the auction and the out-
come and evaluate whether there was an undue influence on the final result. A good director will also explain 
the obligations to the partner of the slow bidder, making it more likely they will do the right thing. 
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Guy Donle Bruno 

May 4, 1925 – March 29, 2012 

Longtime Bellevue resident Guy Bruno died in Sun City, Arizona on March 29 from pulmonary and cardiac failure. 

Eastside bridge players will remember his friendliness, his natural skill at the table and his sense of humor. He always 
had a story. 

Guy was born in Tarentum, Pennsylvania and attended high school there until he lied about his age to enlist in the 
Army when he was seventeen. He started his Army career as a paratrooper in the 101st Airborne Division where he 
made more than eighty jumps behind enemy lines. He eventually was recruited by the OSS and became a Kachin 
Ranger in the China-Burma-India theater.  

After the war he returned home to attend the University of Pittsburgh and marry his wife of sixty-three years, Patsy. 
He received a degree in Botany and Chemistry and started a thirty-one year career with the Aluminum Company of 
America. While working for Alcoa, he was a research chemist, a laboratory manager and the corporate materials 
manager in charge of securing carbon for the aluminum smelting process. He held several patents for the company, 
including one for the process that allowed aluminum tumblers to be colored.  

When he retired from Alcoa he became a chemist for the Washington State Department of Ecology and later was self
-employed as a materials broker and as an environmental compliance consultant for Boeing.  

Guy’s favorite bridge partners were his son, Steve, and Richard D’Litzenberger of Leavenworth. 

His remains will be interred at Sunrise Hills Memorial Park in Bellevue.  
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Columns 

Making the Wright Play II 

David Wright 

You declare 4H at matchpoints, with no opposing bid-
ding, on the following cards: 

Dummy: 9xxx A9xxx A Axx 
Declarer: AKJx J8xxx x KJ9 

Your LHO, annoyingly [Ed. - That was me.], finds the safe 
lead of a red suit. If you just take all your finesses and the 
cards lie favorably, you can make twelve tricks. On the 
other hand, you might lose two spades (Q10xx on your 
left), two trumps (KQ10 on your right), and a club (Q 
on your left) for down two! (Maybe you should have 
stopped in 3H?) 

Hands with mirrored distribution, in trump contracts, 
often lend themselves to endplays – giving an opponent 
the lead where he is forced make a favorable return for 
you, usually by leading away from a key honor or con-
ceding a ruff-and-sluff. Here, you can guarantee losing no 
more than one spade trick even if LHO has Q10xx, 
through an endplay. The plan will be to lead a spade from 
dummy and put in the jack only after drawing trumps, 
cashing the ace of diamonds, and playing three rounds of 
clubs (whether losing the finesse along the way or not). If 
the jack wins, you have at most one spade loser; if it loses 
and spades are 3-2, your remaining spades are good; if it 
loses and spades are 4-1, LHO will be endplayed – forced 
to give you a ruff-and-sluff (on which you discard your 
potential spade loser) or to lead a spade away from his 
remaining 10xx, allowing dummy’s nine to win a trick. 
(This plan still works if RHO gets in at early stage and 
leads a spade. You can afford to win the first spade – the 
endplay will work equally well on the second round of 
the suit.) 

Since we can ensure losing no more than one spade and 
one club, 4H is cold unless trumps are 3-0. (This con-
tract is looking better and better!) This is pretty unlikely, 
and maybe we even have chances for an overtrick? Yes – 
though another endplay on LHO! Any black suit lead 
from LHO will give us an extra trick, so what if LHO is 
forced to win his side’s trump trick(s) after we cash the 

ace of diamonds? If spades are 3-2, you can cash out 
whichever black suit LHO leads, then try for an extra 
trick by finessing in the other; if LHO has four spades, he 
will be endplayed twice! (If he leads a spade when in with 
his trump, he will be put in with the fourth round of 
spades and forced to lead a club; if he leads a club when 
in with his trump, you can pick up that suit and then play 
the spades for at most one loser, as described above.) 

But suppose RHO will be winning his side’s trump trick. 
Is there any way to improve your chances now? Yes – 
you may be able to endplay both opponents! You take the 
red aces, lead a spade to the ace, and then concede your 
heart trick. If RHO has another spade to lead, you are 
assured of losing no more than one trick in the suit 
(spades must be breaking 3-2, or 4-1 onside). In the im-
portant case where the spades lie unfavorably (4-1 off-
side), this play gives you an extra chance in the club suit: 
RHO must now lead a club, and you can pick up the suit 
for no losers if RHO has either the queen or the ten. If 
RHO has the ten of clubs, he is endplayed! (You can play 
your nine to force LHO’s queen, finish the clubs, and 
endplay LHO in spades as before. If LHO has the ten, 
you can still finesse RHO for the queen on the next 
round as you were going to do anyway.) 

So cashing one round of spades gains when RHO has two 
trumps and LHO has Q10xx of spades and the Q of clubs 
without the ten, and also when LHO has the trump trick
(s) but only one spade (he will be forced to lead a club 
and your second-round spade finesse will pick up the suit 
for one loser), and breaks even against all other black suit 
layouts, giving us the best chance for the maximum num-
ber of tricks. 4H is cold even if LHO has three trumps or 
RHO has two trumps, and 5H is cold if LHO has two 
trumps and has numerous chances if he has only one. 
(Maybe you should have bid the slam?) At the table, it so 
happens that careful play is rewarded – RHO has two 
hearts, and LHO has Q10xx of spades and the queen of 
clubs without the ten, so cashing one round of spades 
along with the red aces before giving RHO his heart trick 
enables you to turn four apparent losers into only two, 
for +650 and an average board (tying the other declarers, 
who all received a black suit lead). 
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Columns By Dan Romm 

The Magic Question 

If you pick up a strong hand you should first evaluate how 
strong it really is and then plan the bidding accordingly. 
How is this done? Think about that for a minute, it is the 
key to successful slam (or game) bidding. If you don’t 
have a mental process that you routinely use, you need 
one. And if you do have a process, is it the right one? Is it 
overly complex? Before I tell you my recommendation, 
let’s look at two examples:  
 1. AQx, AQx, AKxx, AKx.  
 2. AKxxxx, void, x, AKxxxx.  

Clearly, these are strong hands. The first one is easy; you 
have been taught how to bid it – open 2C and rebid 3NT 
unless you play a strong club system. The second one is 
tougher since you don’t have a ready-made solution. You 
would probably open 1S and, with no interference 
(unlikely), jump shift in clubs. But then what? And, what 
if there is interference? Why is it advisable to bid the first 
one the way you have been taught? What should you do 
with the second one? Which hand is stronger?  

There is a magic question which must be asked with all 
strong hands and is the most likely way to solve these 
problems. It has little to do with point count, controls or 
other considerations that you most likely use. It is simply 
this: 

What does partner need to make slam (or game) 
and, if he has it, will he know it?  

Once you answer this question, all you need to do is plan 
the bidding in the most effective way to find out whether 
or not he has it.  

In hand 1, this question will lead you to the same ap-
proach, even had you not already learned it. He needs 
about seven scattered HCP for slam. You don’t really 
care which specific cards he holds, so if you show him a 
balanced hand with about 26 HCP, he will know it if he 
has what you need.  

In hand 2, if partner is 4-2 in the black suits with no card 
higher than a five then you are odds-on to make slam! 
(Note that if this is his hand and you hold hand 1 you may 
be hard-pressed to make even a one-level part score, so 

hand 2 is stronger by far). Furthermore with hand 2, if 
you are unlucky and partner is 3-2 in the black suits you 
are only slightly less than even money to make slam (you 
merely need trumps to spit 2-2 and the other black suit 
to split 3-2). Worse yet, he may be only 3-3 in the black 
suits and slam still has play (you need a 2-2 split in both 
black suits). With any of these hands, he would certainly 
not suspect that he is a favorite to have what you need, so 
exploratory bidding may be useless.  

Without interference I would bid 1S and jump shift in 
clubs, planning on bidding 6C unless you either have a 
clear indication from the bidding that partner is likely to 
be at best 2 – 2 in the blacks, or if you have a way to find 
out which specific ace partner might hold (in which case 
you can probe for 7). With interference, I would merely 
bid 6C at my second turn. Partner will bid 7C or 7S with 
both aces and reasonable support for one of your suits. 
He might also have the right ace and not bid 7 or the 
wrong ace and bid 7. But in the first case, you can’t find 
out anyway, and in the second case you may still be OK if 
the opening leader doesn’t lead a diamond.  

With other strong hands, asking the magic question is still 
your best guide. Merely use whatever sequence in your 
arsenal is best geared to find out whether or not partner 
has the card (or cards) you need. If you learn to routinely 
ask this question whenever you pick up a good hand your 
slam (or game) bidding should improve significantly.  

Adding Mustard to Your Sandwich  

The Sandwich NT has been around for quite awhile as an 
alternative to a takeout double immediately after oppo-
nents have bid two suits. Generally the Sandwich NT 
shows different features than the takeout double depend-
ing upon partnership agreement, perhaps more (or less) 
defense, strength, distribution (at least 5-5), etc.  

I propose the following, especially at matchpoints: the 
ONLY difference between X and 1NT is that 1NT guar-
antees at least five of any unbid major. This allows part-
ner to compete in a major when holding only a three 
card suit, which is unlikely to happen if not playing this 
version. This correctly places a high priority on finding a 
major fit. 
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Club Schedules and Locations 

Locations: 
 
Ronald Methodist Church  
17839 Aurora Ave N  
(entrance on Linden, not Aurora)  
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484  
Cell: (206) 972-1941  
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club  
500 30th Ave South  
Seattle, WA 98144  
(206) 226-9732  
 
See “Club News” starting on page 2 for addresses and 
contact information for other clubs. 

Sunday  
1:00 pm  Seattle Bridge Center   
 
Monday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center     
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center   
7:00 pm Eastside Bridge Center 0-1500 
  Seattle Bridge Center  Lessons + Play  
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am Newcastle Bridge Club    
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center  0-100  
  Mercercrest Bridge Club   
  Rainbow Bridge Club (no game 2nd Tuesday) 
 
Wednesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Ronald Methodist Church  Senior, 0-2000  
1:00 pm Pacific Bridge Center 0-300 
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 0-5, 0-500  
 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
        Bellettini  2nd Thursday 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center Free Lunch  
7:00 pm  LeEtta King Bridge Club  
  Rainbow Bridge Club 
  Newcastle Bridge Club 
  Eastside Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  
  Pacific Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm Vashon Bridge Club (time varies, call first) 
7:30 pm  Seattle Bridge Center 
  UW Bridge Club 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am  Eastside Bridge Center “Fun Bridge”  
Noon   Seattle Bridge Center 
1:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 
6:00 pm  Rainbow Bridge Club  0-300 1st/3rd 
     Open others 

All games are open unless otherwise specified. 



Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month in February, 

April, June, August, October, and December  

 We love to get contributions from unit mem-

bers. Please email any recent bridge accom-

plishments, milestones, rants, raves, or correc-

tions to seattlebridge@hotmail.com.  The 

deadline for articles is the 10th of each odd 

numbered month. All submissions may be edit-

ed for length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by Jeff Ford. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Julie Godefroy 
1210 101st Pl NE 
Bellevue, WA  98004-3534 

 

June  8-10 Spokane Sectional 

  11-17 Penticton Regional 

 

July  1-3 Sequim Sectional 

  11-22 PHILADELPHIA NABC 

  28-29 Bremerton Sectional 

 

August  3-5 BOTHELL SECTIONAL 

  20-26 LYNNWOOD REGIONAL 

Tournament Trail 

Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN Delivery 

The SUN is delivered to all unit members who provide an email 

address or ask for it to be sent be mail. Let us know if you want to 

get a paper copy of the newsletter. 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com

