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Election Time! 
Every year four of the twelve members of the Seattle Unit Board are elected. Board members have a three year term, and 

they can run for reelection once before they are required to take a year off. This year’s outgoing board members are Di-

anne Cox, Jeff Ford, Linda Mamula and Ann Romeo. Thanks to all of them for their service. 

All of the outgoing members except Ann Romeo are running for reelection. In addition new candidates are Ann Stephens 

and Tim White. Each candidate was asked to submit a statement of candidacy which is printed on pages 8. The ballot and 

voting instructions are on page 9. 

Sunshine Sectional Results 
Ray Miller won his second consecutive Seattle Sectional tournament with 

23.83 masterpoints. He achieved his win with strong finishes in several 

events despite having no wins. The Saturday Open Pairs were won by Pat 

White and Brian Zaugg (pictured right). The Sunday Swiss teams wasn’t de-

cided until almost an hour after the last card was played, as an appeal com-

mittee considered whether to overturn a director ruling from earlier in the 

event. With the successful appeal, Ken Scholes, Dave Setterholm, Emery 

Selymes and Harry Steiner just edged out Kevin Bolan, Ron Beall, Balusu 

Rao and Greg Ho. Sadly by the time the event was decided, too many people 

had left to get a picture of the winners. For more results and photos, includ-

ing some of the winners in the 0-200 and 0-750 events, please see pages 6-7. Including the totals from the most recent sec-

tional, here are the current standings in the Microsoft Trophy race: 

1. (90.93) Harry Steiner 7. (48.98) Stan Christie 13. (37.04) Dave Setterholm 

2. (78.01) Ken Scholes 8. (46.45) Dave Grubbs 14. (36.66) Kim Eng 

3. (65.68) Ray Miller 9. (44.72) Ken Christiansen 15. (35.13) Rajendra Gokhale 

4. (63.59) Dick Yarington 10. (43.22) Rod Caldwell 16. (34.91) Jeff Ford 

5. (51.62) Cristal Nell 11. (41.91) Brian Zaugg 17. (34.22) Jim Aitken 

6. (49.08) Dave Hildebrand 12. (38.43) Greg Herman 18. (33.44) Barbara Nist 
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Vashon Bridge Club (VBC) 

Location Varies 

(206)567-5279 

eadnjd@comcast.net  

VBC has an open bridge game every Friday evening. The 
location varies depending upon availability of sites, so 
please call James Dam ahead of time for the location of 
the game. Reservations are appreciated.  

 

Mercercrest Bridge Club (MBC) 

Mercer Island Congregational Church 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/mercercrest/ 

mercerislandbridge@gmail.com 

It’s been several weeks without Marsha, and we all miss 
her, but the once a week game on Mercer Island contin-
ues each Tuesday with good food, good friends, and good 
bridge.  

We have many exciting upcoming events: 
   October 9 - Club Appreciation game 
   October 30 - Club Championship 
   November 13 - Inter-Club Championship 
   December 4 - STAC 

Both special games in October award extra masterpoints 
at the normal low cost. The other two games have a small 
surcharge to cover the expense of running the game. For 
the inter-club championship you’ll have your boards 
matchpointed against every participating club from all 
across the country! 

We’re still working a few kinks out, so we don’t have the 
monthly masterpoint leaders, but we’ll be sure to have 
those ready by the next SUN. 

Our club meets at the Mercer Island Congregational 
Church. We play in the lower level of the church and 
there is parking just outside the door. Game time is 
7:00 pm and the entry fee for regular games is $7, still a 

bargain for the fellowship and great bridge. The boards 
are premade with hand records. Results are posted at our 
web site. Players of all levels are welcome to our strati-
fied games. For more information, please contact us at 
mercerislandbridge@gmail.com or call Brian at 206-453-
8326. We look forward to seeing you!  

 

Des Moines Bridge Club (DMBC) 

2045 S 216th St 

(206) 824-1192 

yesk@comcast.net 

We welcome all players. Our game is only $5.00 and we 
have a potluck buffet. Bringing food is not mandatory, 
but if you partake it's nice to contribute sometimes. We 
have an average of 12 tables. It is good if you come at 
10:15 am so that our game starts on time at 10:30 am. 
Need a partner? Call or e-mail Yvonne Kirkland. Con-
gratulations to Warren McGee and Bernice Sharp for 
their 70+.My prayer is that everyone that comes to the 
club has fun and does their best. Hope to see you!  

 

Bellettini (BT) 

Unfortunately I am not able to continue with the dupli-
cate game at The Bellettini.  They need to increase their 
fee by $10 making it just too expensive.  I am willing and 
available to direct in a new location if you know of a 
place with a large room, bridge tables, chairs and plenty 
of parking.  I do not have the time to make the initial 
contacts but if you do the leg work and negotiate the ba-
sics I will do the follow-up.  Please contact me via email 
at pattimcbridge@gmail.com or call 206-910-7075.   

This was a wonderful low-key game for those who just 
starting to play duplicate.  It was the nicest venue in the 
Puget Sound area.  Everyone will miss it. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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If you are a member of a golf club or social club in the 
area, I have a games every Tuesday at Seattle Tennis 
Club, on the 1st, 4th and 5th Thursdays at Sandpoint 
Golf & CC and the 3rd Thursday at Overlake Golf & CC.  
You do need to be a member or the guest of a member to 
play in any of the above games. 

— Patti McCallum 

 

Seattle Bridge Center (SBC) 

1539 NE 145th, Seattle 

(206) 282-6414 

seattlebridgecenter@yahoo.com 

http://seattlebridgecenter.tripod.com 

We would like to update our email list. If you would like 
to receive occasional notification about upcoming events, 
please send us your current email address. We are very 
careful to protect your address. 

THANK YOU to all who came and helped celebrate 
Lorraine Leach’s 100th birthday on Saturday August 11 at 
the Scottish Rite Temple. We had 35½ tables and four 
sections in play. Dave Corn and Tom Jepson were the big 
winners E/W with a 69.88%. Nancy Grant and Teddy 
Sherman were first N/S with a 68.19% game. There was 
an abundance of wonderful food and friendly competi-
tion. A plaque was presented in Lorraine’s honor on 
which the name of the annual master point winner at SBC 
will have their name engraved. Corrine Joinette was also 
awarded a trophy for winning the most master points at 
SBC for 2011. We have been so honored to have Lor-
raine to be a big part of bridge here at SBC and in the city 
of Seattle. Thank you Lorraine. 

OCTOBER IS CLUB APPRECIATION MONTH. 
Check the calendar or web site for the dates and times. 

SBC WILL BE CLOSED November 2-4 for the Bellevue 
Sectional. 

THE MONTHLY UNIT GAME will be at SBC Sunday, 
November 18 at 1:00 pm. Reservations please. 

BRIDGE CLASSES Nick Tipton is teaching an introduc-
tion to bridge classes on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and 
intermediate classes on Saturday mornings. If you are 
interested in either class please contact SBC or Nick by 
email at nick_tipton@yahoo.com. 

HALF PRICE GAMES ($3.50) Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 am and Sunday afternoons at 1:000 pm.  

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER ON US. Hot soup and 
homemade bread are served every Friday evening at the 
7:30 game. We have hand records for all Friday evening 
games. 

UNLIMITED FREE PARKING with handicap access. 
Please park in the lot east of the club. 

A PARTNER IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 

JULY TOP CLUB MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Pete Pitell, Mary McCune, Mary Jo Boarman and Joe 
Ulrich 

AUGUST TOP CLUB MASTERPOINT WINNERS  

Pete Pitell, Joe Ulrich, Rose Bolson and Suzanne Sax 

 

Eastside Bridge Center (ESBC) 

8151 164th Ave. NE, Redmond  

(425) 881-6110  

eastsidebridge@frontier.com 

http://www.eastsidebridgecenter.com 

October is Club Appreciation Month and we have twelve 
sessions where players can win extra masterpoints at no 
extra charge. Another exciting event is the ACBL Instant 
Matchpoint Game on Thursday evening, October 4. This 
game will be open to everyone instead of our normal 
Thursday 0-2000 limit. We want everyone to have a 
chance at this challenging game where players receive 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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pamphlets with hand analyses by an expert. Please sign 
up. ESBC is supporting MS BRIDGE ACROSS AMERI-
CA on Thursday morning, October 4 and Saturday after-
noon, October 6 with special charity games. Sunday, Oc-
tober 7, is our Club Appreciation Swiss Teams event 
with a potluck at 12:30 pm. Wednesday October 31 we 
are open for both games during Halloween. Costumes 
are in order!  

In November we will have 10 Club Championship games. 
ESBC supports the local sectional tournament at Vasa 
Park November 2-4. Friday morning we will be open, 
but then we will be closed Saturday and Sunday. Novem-
ber’s Swiss will be a charity game on November 11 at 
1:00 pm (potluck at 12:30pm). Finally, Monday night, 
November 26 is an open ACBL-wide charity game at 
7:00 pm. Hope to see you there. ESBC is again promot-
ing new partnerships and more education for bridge play-
ers by offering “mentor” games in November. Please 
watch our calendar for dates and times. 

Congratulations to August Club Masterpoint leaders: 
Yoko Barnett, Stan Roberts, Greg Ho, Kathy Svarc, 
Janice Randles, Terry Randles, Jess Sellers, and Beth 
McCaslin.  

If you are interested in being on our email list for special 
games, schedule changes, etc.; please send your email 
address to eastsidebridge@frontier.com. Some of you 
have changed emails and we would really like to update 
our database.  

—Dianne Cox, Club Manager 

 

Rainbow Bridge Club (RBC) 

1401 East Jefferson Street, Seattle 

(206) 484-3303  

rainbowbridgeclub@gmail.com 

http://rainbowbridgeclub.org 

We are right in the middle of Seattle, close to everything, 

and we host three games per week, on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays.  

Rainbow Bridge Club welcomes players of all levels and 
we make fun a priority. New to duplicate bridge? We're 
the club for you! Rainbow Bridge Club is a GLBT based 
group, but all friendly people are welcome! Join us as we 
keep Rainbow as "the friendliest game in town!" 

The weekday games are always 7:00 pm; Saturday games 
are at 6:00 pm. The second and fourth Saturdays are lim-
ited games, 0-299—ideal for the newer players! All oth-
er games are open to all levels. There is no game on the 
second Tuesday of the month due to scheduling conflicts. 

The cost to play is $5 even for most special games. 

The first Tuesday of the month is always a Club Champi-
onship for $5. Every Saturday is a Special Game. 

Open Swiss Teams on Saturday, October 20 (Club Ap-
preciation) and Saturday, November 17 (GNT, $6 en-
try). 

We are closed Saturday, November 3 for the Fall Sec-
tional and Thursday, November 22 for Thanksgiving. 

Visit our website for directions, announcements, sched-
uled games, and posted scores! 

Running late? Call Nick to reserve your spot in the game 
at 206-484-3303. 

 

Alki Bridge Club (ABC) 

4217 SW Oregon, Seattle 

nick_tipton@yahoo.com 

http://www.bridgeinseattle.org/westseattle/ 

Through popular demand, Alki Bridge Club has just 
opened up a second game each week!  We now hold 
game every Monday and Wednesday at 10:30 am.  We 
can count on 17+ tables every Monday, and our first 
Wednesday game started out with a strong showing of 12 
tables.  We have a non-playing director to keep the game 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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moving. 

We are located in West Seattle for all you south-enders 
and Vashonites. We have an excellent facility at the West 
Seattle Senior Center. The room is spacious and bright. A 
full service deli provides excellent soup and sandwiches 
for lunch. Every game is open and the first Monday and 
Wednesday of every month is a special game! Get there 
early to ensure seating! We look forward to seeing all of 
you! 

October 1 and October 3 are charity games. October 15 
and October 17 are club appreciation games. November 
5 and November 7 are charity games. 

There are no closures in October or November. (Come 
play the day before Thanksgiving!) 

For directions, see our website. For information or part-
nerships, email Nick. 

 

Emerald Bridge Club (EBC) 

2101 S 324th St, Federal Way 

(253) 939-0733 

http://home.comcast.net/~emudd/bridge.html  

Open Pairs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 am. 

Need a partner? Call Dennie Dye at 253-939-0733. 

Our Emerald players earned heaps of points at the 
Lynnwood Regional. Top winners were Brad Tuor, Nan-
cy Bass, Al Lunde, Marjorie Blunt, Wesley and Shirley 
Kuhlman, Iris West, Dennie Dye and Linda Yount. Nice 
going everyone. 

Top Five Players in July: Shirley Kuhlman, Bud Schaf-
er, Joseph Collier, Ralph Eley, Yvonne Kirkland 

Top Five Players in August: Shirley Kuhlman, Ralph 
Eley, Bernice Clark, Stephen Heller, Bud Schafer 

Wes Kuhlman, author of Bridge Maxims for Serious Bridge 
Players, reminds the bewildered bridge player:  

The Rule of 20 is very effective provided Partner recog-
nizes your second bid. And, remember, you are also a 
Partner! Good partnership communication never gives 
the same information more than once; how many are you 
aware of?? Bridge involves constant silent communication 
but the sender and receiver are frequently on a different 
page. The variety of contracts on any specific hand is pro-
portional to the  communication skills of each partner-
ship; listening is not equal to hearing!!! 

 

Newcastle Bridge Club (NBC) 

Regency Newcastle 

7454 Newcastle Golf Club Rd 

(425) 351-2464 

bnist@clear.net 

http://bridgeinseattle.org/newcastle/ 

Lots of things happening at Newcastle during the next 
couple of months. We start October off with the In-
stant Matchpoint Game. Earn extra masterpoints and 
see your immediate results in the souvenir booklet.  One 
Gold point for first place each direction, the remainder 
are ½ red, ½ black, sectionally rated.  An exception to 
our usual policy, for this special game we will be charging 
an extra fee to cover the cost of the booklets – $10 for 
this event. 

We have many upcoming special games: 
October 9 – Educational Foundation Benefit 
October 11 –  Life Master Party and Educational 
Foundation Benefit. We will be honoring two of our 
regular players. Susie Hunter and (RQ) Ruthann Quinn 
became life masters at the recent Lynnwood Regional 
playing together. 
October 25 and November 22 – Pizza Pairs – Bridge 
and all the homemade pizza you can eat.  Special orders if 
received before Wednesday noon. 
November 6 and 8 – ACBL Charity Game. 
November 15 – Club Appreciation Game 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Sectional Results 

Peggy Brown and Thomas Shannon 

 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 0-200 PAIRS 

8 TABLES 

       D  E  F 

 1.71  1  1     Thomas Shannon - Peggy Brown 66.07% 

 1.28  2  2  1  Janet Meister - Karen Trenner 58.63% 

 0.90        2  Mary Jo Eldenburg - Mary Geraghty 57.74% 

 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON OPEN PAIRS 

31 TABLES / BASED ON 39 TABLES 

       A  B  C 

 7.15 T1        Charles Hilding - Nancy Grant 63.15% 

 7.15 T1        Kevin Bolan - Ron Beall  63.15% 

 4.08     1     Helen Miller - Maureen Greeley 59.69% 

 3.06     2     Terrance Chinn - Joe Ulrich 58.00% 

 2.17        1  Jo Ann Smith - Carol Jensen 52.77% 

 1.63        2  Susanna Hunter - Shawna Cheney 52.08% 

 

FRIDAY EVENING 0-200 PAIRS 

7 TABLES 

       D  E  F 

 1.62  1        Marge Solaski - Pamela Gibson 60.83% 

 1.22  2        Lisa Brock - Craig Mills  59.17% 

 1.28     1  1  Lynne Rigby - Liz Hubert  58.33% 

 0.96     2  2  Mary Geraghty - Mary Jo Eldenburg 53.33% 

 

Greg Herman and Cristal Nell 

 

 

FRIDAY EVENING IMP PAIRS 

31 TABLES / BASED ON 38 TABLES 

       A  B  C 

 8.00  1  1     Gregory Herman - Cristal Nell  60.62 

 6.00  2        Barbara Nist - Ken Christiansen  57.22 

 3.38     2     Fan Zhang - Min Zheng   52.12 

 2.06        1  Diane Felure - Carol Anderson  29.04 

 1.55        2  Ruthann Quinn - Susanna Hunter  16.92 

Bill Campbell  

 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 0-200 PAIRS 

5 TABLES 

       D  E  

 1.25 T1 T1     Bill Campbell - Carolyn Campbell 55.50% 

 1.25 T1 T1     John Jensen - Kathy Jensen  55.50% 

 

SATURDAY EVENING 0-200 PAIRS 

3 TABLES 

       D  E  

 1.24  1  1     William Rusby - Richard Sentner 63.00% 

 0.93  2  2     Donald Stark - Karen Hudesman 62.00% 

Steve Estvanik and Audrey Wass 

 

SATURDAY 0-750 PAIRS 

14.5 TABLES 

       P  Q  R 

 4.24  1        Steve Estvanik - Audrey Wass 61.78% 

 3.18  2        Susan Swope - William Anderson 57.45% 

 2.57     1  1  Penny Lepp - Ray Lepp  56.84% 

 1.93     2     Peter Brown - Janet Brown  56.60% 

 1.45        2  Diane Felure - Carol Anderson 54.60% 

 



 
Page 7 SEATTLE UNIT NEWSLETTER 

Sectional Results 
SATURDAY OPEN PAIRS 

27 TABLES / BASED ON 47 TABLES 

       A  B  C 

14.25  1  1     Brian Zaugg - Patrick White 63.23% 

10.69  2        Dave Grubbs - Stephen Hosch 57.58% 

 4.75     2     Liliana Diaconescu - Jingsong Liu 55.41% 

 2.30        1  Bill Gronau - Yat Sing Ma  46.65% 

 1.73        2  Karen Rise - Allen Custer  45.44% 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 0-200 SWISS 

5 TABLES 

       D  E  

 1.25 T1 T1     Marjorie Sinel - Harold Tauscher -  

  Gale Gropp - Richard Sentner  45.00 

 1.25 T1 T1     Thomas Shannon - Peggy Brown - 

  Bill Cochran - Carl Ostertag  45.00 

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 0-200 SWISS 

4 TABLES 

       D 

 1.33  1        Kathleen Matsubara - Carrie Margolin - 

  Glen Scroggins - Jeanine Graham  42.00 

 

SUNDAY OPEN SWISS 

47 TABLES / BASED ON 52 TABLES 

       A  B  C 

15.50  1        Ken Scholes - Dave Setterholm - 

  Emery Selymes - Harry Steiner 118.00 

11.63  2        Kevin Bolan - Ron Beall - 

  Balusu Rao - Sun-O Ho  115.00 

 8.43     1     Rajendra Gokhale - Arvind Ranasaria - 

  Peiyush Jain - Rammohan Kini 103.00 

 6.32     2     Patrick White - Brian Zaugg - 

  Kim Eng - Jeffrey Ford   99.00 

 4.22        1  Edwin Baker - Janice Kresek - 

  Charles Watters - Edna Watters  81.00 

 3.17        2  Gregory Herman - Marilyn Helbig - 

  Peter Chow - Leeanne Creech  76.00 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Looking Forward to November 
Linda Mamula 

Halloween will be over, and you'll be coming down from 
a sugar high from nibbling on the left over candy. How 
better to cheer up than spending the weekend with us at 
the Fall Seattle Sectional? It's being held November 2-4 at 
Vasa Park in Bellevue. Check out the full schedule on the 
flyer (included in the SUN) —— rain or shine you are 
invited to play. There is a full range of events for every-
one from newcomers to experts. 

Tournament Features: 

Sunday updates on the Seahawks score! Just to tide you 
over until curling season opens. 

Purchasing lunch for the Sunday Swiss event is now OP-
TIONAL. You can brown bag it, take a spin out to grab a 
quick sandwich, or save time and effort by purchasing 
lunch on site. Hey, if you're not playing and just want to 
hang out and buy lunch, that's fine too. 

Save a stamp and vote at the sectional! No, not for THAT 
election, but rather the election for the unit board. We'll 
provide the ballots. One ballot per member of the Seattle 
unit (this is not Chicago). 

Seriously, come and join us. Shake off the November 
blues. Skip the Puerto Vallarta regional, just for this year, 
and play with us at Vasa! 

 

 

 

Current Jabon Trophy Standings 
 
1. (11.89) Thomas Brown 
2. (10.02) Marvin Gray 
3. (7.77) Tony Chen 
4. (6.45) Andrea Johnston 
5. (6.45) Frank Houmiel 
6. (4.39) Stanislas Jullien 
7. (3.52) David Lindstrom 
8. (3.52) Sandra Lindstrom 
9. (3.51) Brigid Boman 
10. (3.10) Rodney Waldbaum 
11. (2.88) Russell Vaughan 
12. (2.63) Nancy Carr 
13. (2.61) Carl Berkenwald 
14. (2.60) Lynne Rigby 
15. (2.45) Leslie Schiffman 
16. (2.36) Katheryn McMullen 
17. (2.36) Gene Gousie 
18. (2.26) Liz Hubert 

 

 

Full results from the tournament are available at  

http://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/

results/2012/08/1208054.htm 

http://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/results/2012/08/1208054.htm
http://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/results/2012/08/1208054.htm
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Election Candidate Statements 

Dianne Cox: 

I have thoroughly enjoyed serving on the board. As a four 

year club owner and avid bridge player, it would be my 

honor to serve again. The last several years our club and 

the bridge world has grown. My goal is to encourage 

more people to learn the wonderful game of bridge. I am 

especially interested in working with the newer players. 

As an accredited bridge instructor and director, I hope to 

support their educational goals as they continue to im-

prove.  

My duties on the board have included unit sanctions 

chairperson, equipment chair, publicity, and helping in 

the kitchen at various tournaments. I am happy to set up 

and tear down at local tournaments. Last year I spent 

many hours volunteering at the Seattle Nationals. I own 

or have owned at least two thriving businesses. I hope to 

use many of my organizational and planning skills in as-

sisting the board.   

Jeff Ford: 

The goal of the Seattle unit board is to provide a good 

bridge experience for all players. Mostly this is achieved 

through the running of our sectional tournaments, but 

also through the SUN newsletter. 

In my time on the board I led a committee to revamp our 

sectional schedule. We added popular events like the 0-

750 pairs, the qualifier pairs, and the A/X board-a-

match. I also served as co-chair of the summer sectional 

the last two years. 

I have edited the SUN my entire time on the board, and I 

look forward each issue to sharing the news from clubs 

and tournaments with everyone. 

I would like to continue to serve the bridge community, 

and I believe that my record shows I will be effective at 

doing so. 

Linda Mamula: 

Over the years my service to bridge has ranged from be-

ing elected unit board President both here in Seattle and 

years ago in Cleveland, being President of District 5 and 

Chairman of the ACBL Board of Governors, to organiz-

ing strategic planning sessions to cleaning the kitchen at 

sectionals. Being willing to clean kitchens is just (or even 

more!) vital to the success of a unit than the more lofty 

process of strategic planning. I would appreciate the op-

portunity to continue with planning for the future of Se-

attle bridge and the opportunity to clean more kitchens. 

It’s all important and rewarding work.  

Ann Stephens: 

Bridge is a past time that I really enjoy, and would love to 

see it continue and thrive.  I am retired and have two 

grown children that require less of my time,  and there-

fore have more time to give to other activities and com-

munities that I enjoy.  

Tim White: 

My mom taught me bridge 50 years ago.  In 2008 Renae 

and I were introduced to tournament bridge – and in-

stantly hooked.  The challenge, competition and collegial 

nature of its players are unique to our game.  We want to 

do more to give back to the game we love and see it pros-

per so current and future players enjoy it to the fullest.  

My business experience has equipped me with organiza-

tional, financial management and leadership skills that I 

hope to bring to service on the board.  If privileged to 

serve I would work hard to make bridge great in Seattle 

by being an active board member; engaging unit mem-

bers for feedback, suggestions and concerns; promoting 

the game; working to increase membership; and making 

our tournaments and other events as successful as possi-

ble.  I would appreciate your consideration. 
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Dianne Cox 

 

Jeff Ford 

 

Linda Mamula 

 

Ann Stephens 

 

Tim White 

ACBL number: ____________ 

 

Voting Instructions 

Choose up to four of the five candidates. 

You may turn in your ballot at the November Sectional or mail it to Ann Romeo, 2520 118th Avenue SE, #15-301, 

Bellevue, WA 98005.  All ballots must be received by November 9. 

You must be a member of Unit 446 in good standing to vote, and each member can only vote once.  You must put 

your ACBL number on your ballot or on the envelope containing your ballot. 

Photocopies / printouts of the ballot are acceptable.  There will be copies of the ballot at the November Sectional. 
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Making the Wright Play 
David Wright 

North: KQ8x xxx 109xx AQ 
South: A10x QJx Qx KJ8xx 
 
As South in a matchpoint game, you open 1C, hear a 1S 
response from partner, and rebid 1N. Partner invites 
with 2N, and on the basis of your S10 and decent 5 card 
suit you accept the invitation to 3N. LHO leads the S10 
and you survey dummy with mixed emotions. The oppo-
nents could quite possibly have taken the first five tricks 
in the red suits, but even on this passive lead you only 
have eight top winners (assuming clubs run). 

What spade layouts will allow you to take four tricks in 
the suit and make the contract legitimately? A 3-3 break 
will suffice, of course. Dropping a doubleton jack will set 
up your 10 for the ninth trick, but the blockage in the 
suit creates entry problems: if the AK of spades drops the 
jack, then you have no way back to untangle all your 
spades and clubs. You could play a spade to the 10 at 
trick two, finessing RHO for the jack, but then you 
might go down two when everyone else went down one 
on a red suit lead, with spades 3-3 the whole time. An 
unlikely singleton jack falling under the ace would work. 
Is there anything else? 

Yes – dummy has a very important spot card in spades! If 
RHO has 9x, you can win four tricks by cashing the A, 
then leading the 10 to pin RHO’s 9 – dummy’s 8 gives 
you four tricks by force whether LHO covers the 10 or 
not. But the 8 also gives you a finessing position to pick 
up Jx (as well as 9x) with RHO while resolving the 
blockage in the suit. You cash the ace, then lead your 10 
to dummy’s king. When RHO’s jack or 9 appears, dum-
my will have the Q8 over LHO’s remaining 9x or Jx. 
This play produces four spade tricks if spades are 3-3, if 
RHO has Jx, 9x, singleton J, or singleton 9, or if LHO 
has J9 doubleton, so this definitely seems like the best 
chance. 

However, a slightly different entry problem lurks. If you 
cash dummy’s clubs, cross to the ace of spades to take the 
rest of the clubs, and play the spade 10 to dummy, you 

have no entry back to hand for the finesse. If you win the 
CA, and SA, then play the S10 to dummy, you’ll have to 
overtake the CQ back to hand, needing a 3-3 club break. 
Are we back to square one? 

Not at all! The solution is simply to reverse the seemingly 
natural order of the spade plays. Cash dummy’s clubs, 
cash the SK from dummy dropping your S10 under it on 
the first round of the suit, then cross to the SA to finish 
the clubs. If RHO played the J (or 9) of spades on the 
second round, you can either play for the drop or finesse 
against LHO’s remaining 9x (or Jx); if not, you’ll have to 
hope for a 3-3 split. 

At the table, as it happens, RHO does play a smooth jack 
on the second round of spades and you cash the rest of 
the clubs, finding the suit 3-3. Having reached the mo-
ment of truth, you lead your small spade towards dum-
my’s Q8. Do you finesse? Table feel may be deceptive – 
a crafty RHO who started with J9x of spades, having seen 
your 10 on the first round, could afford to play the J on 
the second round since the J9 are equals. Still, original 
odds (a 4-2 split being more likely than 3-3) and restrict-
ed choice (from J9 remaining, RHO could have chosen to 
play either card) both favor finessing.  

Is there anything else? Yes! Wouldn’t LHO have most 
likely led from a 4+ card red suit on the auction if he had 
one? If he has no 4 card red suit, and only 3 clubs, he 
must have 4 spades! Putting all the indications together, 
you finesse the 8 of spades with a fair degree of confi-
dence, and duly record +400 for an excellent score. 

 

Winkle, Winkle Little Star 
Dick Yarington 

Every now and then there is a hand when the opponents 
are unable to cash all of their tricks because of internal 
blockage in a suit. Sometimes they get to that position by 
their own misdeeds. This is one that I found amusing: 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Title 

Dummy:   AJ103  64  106   Q9632 
Declarer:  Q84   AJ87   Q832   A7 

I opened 1D and partner responded 1S. My 1NT rebid 
ended the auction. The S9 was the opening lead. 

From the looks of things it seems that I have only five 
tricks (since the spade king is probably offside). At trick 
one I played the SJ and RHO won and returned the H10. 
I covered with the HJ losing to the queen. He exited with 
a spade which I won in hand.  

It looked like the only source of extra tricks was the club 
suit so I cashed the ace. Somewhat surprisingly RHO 
played the jack. This made me take stock of the hand and 
I decided that LHO would have led from a 5 card club 
suit headed by the king. I therefore guessed to duck a 
club and up popped the king on my right.  

RHO returned a low heart and I played the 8 which 
forced the king. LHO returned a heart into my remaining 
A7 so the contract was secure, but there was no reason to 
stop there.  

On the last heart LHO pitched a diamond. When I cashed 
the last two spades LHO pitched two diamonds including 
the jack. I now knew the layout of the hand. LHO had 
10x of clubs left and the diamond ace or king. RHO had 
three diamonds left, one of which was the ace or king. 

 Instead of taking my high club for seven tricks all I had to 
do was lead the D10 from the dummy. If LHO won, I 
could finesse the forced club return for two more tricks. 
If RHO rose DA he would be forced to return a diamond 
into my Q8. 8 tricks via a winkle. 

LHO held 97 KQ3 KJ54 10854, and RHO held K652 
10952 A97 KJ. 

 

Test Your Play 
Dan Romm 

Vulnerable at IMPs, how do you play 5C on the lead of 
the DQ? 

Dummy:   Q1054  3  A74  K8654 
Declarer:  void  AK9854  96  J10932 

[Ed. - To give some spoiler space before the answer, here’s a joke 
from Ron Tracy. But really you should think about the hand 
first.] A lady was applying for a position as a housekeeper, 
and when asked why she left her last employment, she 
replied, "Yes, they paid good wages, but it was the most 
ridiculous place I ever worked.   

“They played a game called  ‘bridge’ and last night there 
were a lot of folks there. As I was about to serve refresh-
ments, I heard a man say, ‘Lay down and let's see what 
you've got.’ Another man said, ‘I've got strength but no 
length.’ Then a man said to a lady, ‘Take your hand off 
my trick.’ I pretty near dropped dead. 

“Just then, a lady answered "You forced me, you jumped 
me twice when you didn't have the strength for a            
raise.’ Another woman was talking about protecting her 
honor. Well, I got my hat and coat and as I was leaving, 
one of them said ‘I guess  I'll go home now; this is the last 
rubber.’ Then I fainted out cold!” 

Answer: If hearts split no worse than 4-2 then by finessing 
west for the CQ you will make unless east has either 
CAQ or singleton CQ. But at no additional risk you can 
protect against the singleton queen whenever east has 
more than two hearts by taking the following line: 

Win the DA, cash the HA and HK pitching a diamond 
and ruff a heart with the C8 (to avoid losing to the 7).  

If the hearts split, ruff a spade and pitch dummy’s other 
diamond on a good heart. Then win whatever is returned 
and lead the CJ. (If a diamond is returned, ruff a spade to 
get to your hand.) 

If west shows out on the third heart, ruff it (over-ruffing 
if necessary, or pitching a diamond if ruffed with the 
ace), ruff a spade, and ruff another heart (or over-ruff or 
pitch as before). Now return to your hand by ruffing an-
other spade and pitch dummy’s last diamond on a heart, 
leading to a similar position as the last paragraph. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Club Schedules and Locations 

Locations: 
 
Ronald Methodist Church  
17839 Aurora Ave N  
(entrance on Linden, not Aurora)  
Margaret Marshall, (206) 363-5484  
Cell: (206) 972-1941  
 
LeEtta King Bridge Club 
500 30th Ave South  
Seattle, WA 98144  
(206) 226-9732  
 
See “Club News” starting on page 2 for addresses and 
contact information for other clubs. 

Sunday  
1:00 pm  Seattle Bridge Center   
 
Monday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center     
10:30 am  Alki Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center   
7:00 pm Eastside Bridge Center 0-1500 
  Seattle Bridge Center  Lessons + Play  
 
Tuesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center 
11:00 am Newcastle Bridge Club   
   
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center  0-100  
  Mercercrest Bridge Club   
  Rainbow Bridge Club (no game 2nd Tuesday) 
 
Wednesday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
10:30 am  Seattle Bridge Center 
Noon   Ronald Methodist Church  Senior, 0-2000  
7:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 0-5, 0-500  
 

Thursday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center 
  Emerald Bridge Club 
10:30 am Seattle Bridge Center Free Lunch  
7:00 pm  LeEtta King Bridge Club  
  Rainbow Bridge Club 
  Newcastle Bridge Club 
  Eastside Bridge Center 
 
Friday  
10:00 am  Eastside Bridge Center  
10:30 am  Des Moines Bridge Club 
  Seattle Bridge Center  
6:30 pm Vashon Bridge Club (time varies, call first) 
7:30 pm  Seattle Bridge Center 
 
Saturday  
9:30 am  Eastside Bridge Center “Fun Bridge”  
Noon   Seattle Bridge Center 
1:00 pm  Eastside Bridge Center 
6:00 pm  Rainbow Bridge Club  0-300 1st/3rd 
     Open others 

All games are open unless otherwise specified. 

Newcastle Bridge Club will be closed the week of Oc-
tober 15. We encourage all our players to participate in 
the Olympia Regional. We will also be closed Novem-
ber 29 for Thanksgiving. 

And if that’s not enough, in December we will be of-
fering the new Grass Roots Fund event every single 
game.  All the money earned will be returned to the 
district to help fund NAP and GNT winning teams and 
their trip to the NABC. 

May you have a blessed Thanksgiving with your friends, 
families and loved ones. 

(Continued from page 5) 



Seattle Unit Newsletter 

 Published every other month in February, 

April, June, August, October, and December  

 We love to get contributions from unit mem-

bers. Please email any recent bridge accom-

plishments, milestones, rants, raves, or correc-

tions to seattlebridge@hotmail.com.  The 

deadline for articles is the 10th of each odd 

numbered month. All submissions may be edit-

ed for length and content. 

The newsletter is edited by Jeff Ford. 

Seattle Unit ACBL 
Membership:  Julie Godefroy 
1210 101st Pl NE 
Bellevue, WA  98004-3534 

 

October 15-21    Olympia Regional 

 

November 2-4    Bellevue Sectional (Vasa Park) 

  16-18    Portland Sectional 

  22-12/2   San Francisco Nationals 

 

December 7-9    Tacoma Sectional & District NAPs 

 

 

Tournament Trail 

Check out www.acbl.org for most current information 

SUN Delivery 

The SUN is delivered to all unit members who provide an email 

address or ask for it to be sent be mail. Let us know if you want to 

get a paper copy of the newsletter. 

mailto:seattlebridge@hotmail.com

